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life, the school motto, often on his lips, represented
one of his deepest convictions - " Spiritus intus
alii" (the spirit quickeneth).

But however deep his conviction in later life,

there is no evidence that Clifton gave him either

any deep religious belief or an aspiration towards

a life in conformity with the school motto.    He

passed from Clifton to Brasenose College, Oxford,

rather more in accordance with the custom of his

class of society than in pursuance of any definite

plan for his future life.    And at Oxford, as at

Clifton, he found no satisfaction.   The work there

neither interested nor inspired him.    His mind

was essentially practical.   He could devote un-

stintingly all his efforts towards a clearly defined

objective, but the search after knowledge for

knowledge's sake made no appeal, and for written

examinations as a test of ability he cherished

throughout life a profound contempt.   Ill health

in the summer of 1881 interrupted his studies at

Oxford,  and  deprived him  of the   residential

qualification for a degree within   three years.

But it weighed no whit with him.    He had still

no purpose in life.   He had distinguished himself

at polo, he was a passable shot, he hunted, but

without enthusiasm since sport to him was even

then but a means to an end, not an end in itself.

He left Oxford little changed in essentials from
the golden-headed, be-kilted boy of Edinburgh.
The pannier and the pony were replaced by the
polo saddle ; the kilt by more carefully groomed,
almost dandified, garments. The temper was as